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Introduced by the Council President at the request of the Mayor:

RESOLUTION 2007-630-A
A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR’S APPOINTMENT OF MICHAEL R. HIGHTOWER TO THE JEA, REPLACING LEROY R. POLITE, FOR A FIRST FULL TERM TO EXPIRE FEBRUARY 28, 2011; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The Council hereby confirms the Mayor’s appointment of Michael R. Hightower to the JEA, replacing Leroy R. Polite, for a first full term to expire February 28, 2011.


Section 2.

Effective Date.  This resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: Margaret M. Sidman
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Michael R. “Mike” Hightower

Vice President, Governmental and Legislative Relations

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Florida

Michael Hightower joined Blue Cross Blue Shield of Florida in 1981 as Director of
Governmental and Legislative Relations and was named Vice President in 1985. In both
his role with Blue Cross Blue Shield of Florida and in his personal life, Mike works
extensively with leaders from state and local government, the business and academic
communities, and volunteer organizations to effect positive changes that enhance
Floridians’ quality of life.

Business & Community Service

Mike’s distinguished list of appointments and affiliations includes:

2007-08., Board of. Directors, Leadership Florida

2006-2009 - Florida Sports Foundation

2006-2008 - Leadership Florida, Northeast Regional Chairman

2006-2008 — Leadership Florida, Board of Directors

2006-2008 — Florida Energy Commission

2006-2007 - Florida House Board of Trustees, Washington D.C., Vice-Chairman

2006 - First Coast Heart Walk, Chairman

2006 — Present - Jacksonville Chamber of Commerce, Membership Chairman,

2nd Consecutive Term

2005-2007 - Jacksonville Public Library Foundation, Chairman,

2003-Present - The World Affairs Council

2003-Present - Ritz Theater and LaVilla Museum, Board of Directors

2002-Present - Jacksonville Public Library Capital Campaign, Co-Chair

2002-Present - Jacksonville Symphony Orchestra, Board of Directors

2000-Present - Florida Ounce of Prevention, Board of Directors

2001-Present - Legislative Policy Council of the Florida Chamber of Commerce

1981-Present - Florida Insurance Council, Board of Directors

1981-Present - Children’s Resource Fund, Board of Directors

1995-2005 - Jacksonville Chamber of Commerce Board of Governors

2003-2004 - Children’s Resource Fund of South Florida, President

1993, 1994, 1998, 2000 and 2004 - Jacksonville Chamber of Commerce,
Government Affairs Committee Chairman

2002-2004 - Jacksonville Electrical Authority, Chairman

1990-1995, 1999-2003 - Florida Healthy Kids Corporation, Board of Directors

1999-2003 - The James Madison Institute, Board of Directors

1995-2003 - Jacksonville Electrical Authority, Board of Directors
2001-2002 - Duval County Elections Improvement Task Force

2001-2002 - Mayor Delaney Animal Care and Control Task Force, Member
1990-2000 - Florida Insurance News Service, President

1996-1997 - Florida Insurance Council, Chairman

1994-1996 - Florida Community College Board of Trustees, Vice Chairman

1993-1996 - Mayor’s Cecil Field Conversion and Redevelopment Commission,
Chairman

1992-1994 - Youth Leadership Jacksonville, Board of Directors
1988 Leadership Jacksonville

Honors

2006 Jacksonville Magazine, Named as one of the “45 Power People Who Run
Jacksonville”

2006 Jacksonville Business Journal, Named as one of the “Top 20 Most
Influential Business People Since 1985”

2004 Florida Trend Magazine, Named as one of “Florida’s Most Influential 174”

1997 Jacksonville Magazine, Named as one of the “100 Individuals with Clout In
Northeast Florida”

Awards

2005 Joseph E. Lee Public Service Award, Joseph E. Lee Republican Club

2005 Tallahassee Lobbying Corps’s “Outstanding Male Lobbyist”

2005 Honorary Girl Scout, Girl Scouts Gateway Council

2004 John L. “Ric” Ricciardelli Lifetime Leadership Achievement Award,
Florida Insurance Council

2004 Honorary Member, Jacksonville Fraternal Order of Police

2002 Soaring Eagle Distinguished Service Award, Children’s Resource Fund,
Inc.

1999 Wade E. Holland Distinguished Service Award, Florida Insurance Council

Political Leadership

2003-Present - Duval County Republican Party, Chairman

2005-Present - 4™ Congressional District Caucus, Republican Party of Florida,
Chairman, 2™ Two Year Term

1996-Present - Republican Party of Florida, Committee of 100

2004 - Republican National Convention, Florida Delegate

e 2004 — Bush - Cheney “Ranger” Finance Committee Member

e 2000 & 2004 - Duval County Bush-Cheney Campaign, Chairman

e 2000 & 2004 - Florida Region IV, Bush-Cheney Campaign, Chairman

e 2002-2004 - “Eagle” Republican National Committee Finance Committee
e 1998-2003 - Republican National Committee Finance Committee, Member

e 2001-2002 - Duval County Bush-Brogan Re-Election Campaign, Organizational
Chairman

e 2001-2002 - Florida Region IV, Bush-Brogan Re-Election Campaign, Chairman
e 2000 - Bush-Cheney “Pioneer” Finance Committee Member
e 2000 - Republican National Convention, Florida Alternate Delegate

e Mike has served as Chairman or Finance Chairman for over 383 successful State,
Local or Federal Candidates since 1972. In addition, he is credited with assisting
in raising over $81.5 million for both Charitable and Candidate/Political Party
Campaigns.

Mike launched his career in 1966 as a shift supervisor for the Hudson Pulp Paper
Corporation in Palatka, FL, and served in the U.S. Air Force from 1967 to 1971.

Mike, a graduate of Jacksonville University, resides in Jacksonville’s Riverside-
Avondale Historic District with his wife Sue, an Elementary Special Education
Instructor. The couple has one son, Parker. Additionally, Mike presently is a second term
Graduate School Adjunct Instructor at University of Florida.
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